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27 September 2018 

 

Dear Cabinet Secretary,  

 

Audit and accountability framework 

 

Further to my letter of 5 April 2018, I am writing on behalf of the Public Audit and Post-
legislative Scrutiny Committee to seek an update on the draft audit and accountability 
framework and the progress that is being made to address a number of concerns 
raised by the Committee. 
 
As you know, the key concerns of the Committee (as detailed in my letter) were as 
follows— 
 

• principle 3 for accountability and devolution appeared to require the Scottish 
Parliament and its Committees to make requests for information from UK public 
bodies via the Scottish Government;   
 

• while model C (as drafted) provided the Auditor General for Scotland (AGS) 
with some access to audit value for money in UK bodies, such as aspects of 
social security administration, the draft framework meant that the Auditor 
General required the agreement of the Comptroller and Auditor General 
(C&AG) and the body itself in order to carry out the work; 
 

• there was no provision for the Auditor General to be able to audit value for 
money in areas such as the administration of Scottish Income Tax by HMRC or 
conduct joint work (model B); 
 

• there was no clarity on the extent to which the assignment of VAT would be 
subject to any audit coverage.  

mailto:papls.committee@parliament.scot


The Committee would welcome sight of the most recent draft of the framework and, 
where it is not apparent from that draft, an update on the progress being made in 
respect of any of the Committee’s outstanding concerns.  
 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Jenny Marra MSP 

Convener of the Committee 


